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the promise of this new era, we must be ad-
venturous, willing to leave known shores, and
eager to embrace change. To find inspiration
for this momentous journey, we need only
look to the example of Christopher Colum-
bus, who helped usher in a similar Age of
Discovery more than 500 years ago.

A skilled and experienced seaman, Colum-
bus pushed back the boundaries of the
known world and charted a safe course across
the ocean to a new continent. He was a mas-
ter at reading and using the winds and dis-
covered the best westward and eastward pas-
sages between Europe and North America.
As Daniel Boorstin wrote in The Discoverers,
‘‘. . . a sailing vessel today, after all that has
been learned in the last five centuries, could
not do better than follow Columbus’ route.’’
Explorers, adventurers, and traders from
many nations would follow his lead across the
Atlantic, as would millions of immigrants in
the centuries following his voyages. Although
both a dreamer and a visionary, Columbus—
a son of Italy whose enterprise was funded
by the Spanish crown—could never have
foreseen the multicultural, multiracial Nation
1that would ultimately emerge in the New
World he helped to discover.

As we enter a new era, let us embrace Co-
lumbus’ spirit of discovery and embrace as
well the great diversity of cultures, religions,
and ethnic traditions that we enjoy because
so many have followed his course to this great
land.

In tribute to Columbus’ many achieve-
ments, the Congress, by joint resolution of
April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657), and an Act of
June 28, 1968 (82 Stat. 250), has requested
the President to proclaim the second Mon-
day in October of each year as ‘‘Columbus
Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 12, 1998, as Co-
lumbus Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I also direct
that the flag of the United States be displayed
on all public buildings on the appointed day
in honor of Christopher Columbus.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-

ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:52 a.m., October 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Proclamation 7138—General Pulaski
Memorial Day, 1998
October 9, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Two hundred nineteen years ago, General

Casimir Pulaski selflessly gave his life on an
American battlefield, far from his native soil,
in a struggle dedicated to the principles of
freedom and self-governance. Each year on
October 11, America solemnly marks the an-
niversary of the death of this hero, a man
whose devotion to liberty recognized no na-
tional boundary.

Born in Poland in 1747, Pulaski first joined
the fight against tyranny and oppression at
his father’s side, defending their beloved
homeland against Prussian and Imperial Rus-
sian aggression. At the age of 21, Pulaski took
command of a detachment of rebel forces
and proved his valor and strategic skill as he
led freedom fighters into numerous battles.
Struggling against insurmountable odds, he
and his fellow rebels were ultimately de-
feated, and Pulaski was forced into exile.

Carrying the cause of freedom to foreign
shores, Pulaski came to America to offer his
services to George Washington in our coun-
try’s struggle for independence. He wrote to
General Washington, ‘‘I came here, where
freedom is being defended, to serve it, and
to live or die for it.’’ He proved true to his
word. Washington was so impressed with Pu-
laski’s abilities during the battle of Brandy-
wine Creek that he recommended that the
Continental Congress appoint Pulaski as gen-
eral of the American cavalry. Pulaski and the
special infantry and cavalry unit he formed
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fought bravely at the front lines of the Revo-
lutionary War. And during the siege of Sa-
vannah, Casimir Pulaski gave his life so that
our Nation might live in freedom.

Every year on this date, Americans across
our country commemorate General Pulaski
and draw inspiration from his life and the
principles for which he fought. As we reflect
on how far liberty and democracy have ad-
vanced across the globe, we know that Gen-
eral Pulaski’s gallant and determined spirit
continues to live. It is this very spirit that
kept alive the dream of freedom in the hearts
and minds of the Polish people during the
darkest days of Nazi and Communist oppres-
sion. Today, thanks to the enduring resolve
and sacrifices of modern heroes following
Pulaski’s example, Europe is free, and the
United States and Poland, as staunch friends
and future NATO allies, look forward to a
new millennium bright with the prospects of
peace and prosperity.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, October
11, 1998, as General Pulaski Memorial Day.
I encourage all Americans to commemorate
this occasion with appropriate programs and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., October 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Proclamation 7139—National
Children’s Day, 1998
October 9, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
One of the most important measures of

our success as a Nation is the well-being of
our children. As a society, we have no more
important responsibility than to help our
families raise healthy, happy, loving children
in an environment that allows kids to reach
their full potential. My Administration is
committed to this goal, and we have made
significant progress over the past five and a
half years through initiatives and legislation
designed to strengthen families, protect our
children’s health, and invest in their edu-
cation.

By providing a tax credit of $500 per child
to 26 million families, increasing the mini-
mum wage, and cutting taxes through ex-
tending the Earned Income Tax Credit, we
have helped millions of working families. We
have dramatically increased Federal funding
for child care and proposed additional sub-
sidies and tax credits to help families pay for
such care.

Through the Family and Medical Leave
Act, we have made it easier for working par-
ents to take as much as 12 weeks of unpaid
leave to care for a new baby or a sick child
without jeopardizing their jobs. And the land-
mark Adoption and Safe Families Act I
signed into law last year helps the thousands
of children in foster care by working to re-
unite them with their families, where pos-
sible, or move them more quickly into se-
cure, permanent adoptive families when that
is the best option.

To meet our commitment to the health
of all our children, we have extended health
care coverage to millions of previously unin-
sured children through the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), the largest na-
tional investment in children’s health care in
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